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SUBJECT: INFORMAL MEETING ON MARINE SCEINTIPIC RESEARCH 

REF: GENEVA 2316 

1 . IN SMALL INFORMAL MEETING ON MARINE SCIENTIPIC RESEARCH 
CHAIRED BY METTERNICH, REPRESENTATIVES OF FOUR MAIN 
TRENDS AGREED TO PUT ASIDE QUESTION OP STATUS OP 
SCIENTIPIC EQUIPMENT AND TO POCUS EPPORTS ON POUR 
PILLARS. COMPROMISE PROPOSAL ON SCIENTIPIC EQUIPMENT 
WILL BE INTRODUCED AS CRP PAPER BY METTERNICH AS 
CHAIRMAN'S COMPROMISE AND WORKING GROUP WOULD THEN 
END DISCUSSIONS ON SUBJECT. 

2. METTERNICH ASKED REPRESENTATIVES OP TRENDS TO 
EXPRESS VIEWS ON WORK THAT HAS BEEN DONE TO MERGE PILLARS. 
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AUSTRALIA STATED THAT IT HAD SHIFTED POSITION TO CONSENT 
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FOR RESOURCE-ORIENTED RESEARCH AND NOTIFICATION FOR 
NONRESOURCE-ORIENTED RESEARCH, ALTHOUGH CONSENT WOULD 
BE REQUIRED IF RESEARCH QUOTE CONCERNS CONTINENTAL 
SHELF AND IS UNDERTAKEN THERE UNQUOTE. 

3. USSR ADVISED GROUP IT HAD INTRODUCED L.26. AS 
REPORTED REFTEL, PROPOSAL DROPS SOVIET REQUIREMENT OF 
CONSENT FOR SHELF AND MAKES RESOURCE- 
NONRESOURCE DISTINCTION. 

4. DUTCH INDICATED THAT ITS GROUP WAS WORKING ON 
DEFINITION, ADDITIONAL OBLIGATIONS, AND COMPULSORY DISPUTES 
STTTLEMENT PROVISION. 

5. UK ALSO INDICATED SUPPORT FOR DISTINCTION BETWEEN 
RESOURCE-NONRESOURCE ORIENTED RESEARCH WITH EXCEPTION OF 
SHELF. UK REP EXPLAINED, HOWEVER, THAT UK WAS TRYING TO RE- 
SOLVE QUESTION OF SHELF RESEARCH AND T O PUT IT IN LINE WITH 
RESOURCE-NONRESOURCE DISTINCTION. UK SUGGESTED ONE 
POSSIBLE WAY TO DIFFERENTIATE RESOURCE FROM NON-RESOURCE 
RESEARCH WAS THAT RESEARCH WHICH IS NECESSARY FOR RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT IS RESOURCE-ORIENTED AND THEREFORE REQUIRES 
CONSENT. 

6. INDIA STATED THAT GROUP OF 77 HAD REVISED L.I3 (COPY 
NOT YET AVAILABLE - WE UNDERTAND THE ONLY CHANGE IS 
INCLUSION OF A REFERENCE TO LANDLOCKED STATES). SPEAKING 
FOR INDIA AND NOT GROUP 77, INDIA REP ADDED THAT COMPROMISE 
SOLUTION MIGHT WELL EXIST ALONG DEFINITIONAL (RESOURCE- 
NONRESOURCE ORIENTED) APPROACH WITH COASTAL STATE MAKING 
DETERMINATION IN EACH INSTANCE. 

7. MEXICO SUPPORTED RESOURCE-NONRESOURCE DISTINCTION, 
PROVIDED THAT CERTAIN CONDITIONS (INCLUDING INVOLVEMENT IN 
PLANNING AND IMPLEMENTATION STAGES AND DISPUTE SETTLEMENT 
PROCEDURE) MET. MEXICO WAS UNCLEAR AS TO WHETHER NON- 
RESOURCE RESEARCH WOULD BE SUBJECT TO AN OBLIGATION 
APPROACH OR SOMETHING ELSE. 

8. CANADA, VISIBLY ANNOYED WITH FORTHCOMING MEXICAN 
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POSITION, REITERATED SUPPORT FOR TEXT IT HAD FORMALLY 
CIRCULATED AND SUUD IT WOULD LOOK AT THE DEFINITIONAL 
APPROACH (ALTHOUGH CANADA WAS SKEPTICAL ABOUT ITS 
ACCEPTABILITY) AND SUPPORT COMPULSORY DISPUTE SETTLEMENT. 

9. FRANCE IN PRIVATE DISCUSSION FOLLOWING MEETING 
EXPRESSED VIEW THAT DISPUTE SETTLEMENT PROCEDURE WHICH 
WOULD SUSPEND RESEARCH WHILE DISPUTE WAS BE ING RESOLVED 
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WOULD GO LONG WAY IN MEETING ERENCH CONCERNS ABOUT SHELF 
RESEARCH. 

10. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH MUCH WORK REMAINS TO BE DONE, 

THERE HAS BEEN OBVIOUS MOVEMENT BY SOME PREVIOUSLY 
INTRACTABLE STATES.ABRAMS 
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